
Introduction to Ecology Week 6 Lesson Plan 
 
Fridays, Sept. 30, 2016, 1:45-3:15 PM 
 
Compass Activities 
 
Objectives: to learn the parts of a compass and to successfully complete a short 
sequence of directions that require determining a setting, picking a landmark, counting 
out steps to end at a pre-determined destination 
 
Helpful resource for teacher to review ahead of time: 
http://www2.isu.edu/outdoor/mapshort.htm  
 

 Review Compass anatomy 

 In an open place describe the three-leg compass walk 

 Have each student perform activity on their own with their own compass. I 
reduced the distance to 30-50 paces depending on your location. This could also 
be done indoors but is not as much fun. 

 
Activity 
 
 

Three-leg Compass Walk.  

Of all map and compass exercises, the three-leg compass walk is one of 
the best--and it can be done with nearly any age group. Start by having 
each student mark their location with a pencil or a small stick and 
setting their compasses to north (360 degrees). Once north has been set, 
they sight down the direction of travel arrow on the compass and pick 
out a landmark in the background. The landmark can be a tree, baseball 
backstop, a telephone pole, etc. The students then step out 100 paces. 
(These are double step paces. In other words, students should count 
each time their right foot touches the ground.)  

Everyone stops after 100 paces. The students are then directed to set 
their compasses to 120 degrees and they pace out another 100 steps and 
stop. Then everyone is directed to set their compasses to 240 degrees 
and pace out another 100 steps. At this point, they have completed 
walking a triangle and should end up fairly close to their starting point. 
The exercise quickly becomes a game among students to see how close 
they can come to their starting point. 

http://www2.isu.edu/outdoor/mapshort.htm


 
 
 


